
Keynote Speakers       
 
John Hattie  
 

John Hattie was the first Keynote Speaker and he followed Anne Tolley who opened the 

conference. She said all the right things – the things teachers wanted to hear but there was 

little substance and little reaction.  People weren’t engaged and sort of switched off.  John 

Hattie switched the lights back on in all our heads – everybody was listening and nodding and 

very few people were trying to take notes as he was so engaging!  I managed this many notes 

and then stopped, sorry. 

 
Getting beyond the narrow - raising literacy & numeracy is a short term goal - teaching effectively is 
the long term goal.  Shouldn't jump through the hoops and do what is being asked of us to the 
detriment of our teaching and student's learning.  We are change agents but we need to ask 
ourselves what it is we want to do in schools and make sure that we don't narrow down our 
expectations and that we look to engaging students to want to learn, to develop a zest/desire for 
learning holistically and not just literacy and numeracy. 
 
Here is a commentary on a speech by John Hattie 1st March similar to the one I heard; 

http://gwegner.edublogs.org/2010/03/01/john-hattie-visible-learning/comment-page-1/  -  

Another blog on John Hattie’s work; 

http://blog.labour.org.nz/index.php/2010/02/06/john-hattie-tells-key-and-tolley-to-start-again-on-

standards/ 

 

Alan November - by video conference from US 

The Emerging Culture of Teaching and Learning 
  
Students need 3 skills today; 

1.  Global collaboration is an e-skill that in the US is often blocked. 

2. To deal with overwhelming amount of information - need to teach students to deal with info 

3. To work independently – be self directed 
Culture in US creates dependent learners, the  teacher owns learning, who should own the learning? 
In too many classrooms the teacher works harder that the kids - we need to get the kids to work 
harder than the teacher. 
  
West Point academy have had computers since 1985 - had technology for a long time but didn't 
change style of teaching or focus until very recently when the focus changed from winning the war 
to winning the peace. 
One professor was asked to teach Islam, he knew little about Islam so he had to find out.  Some time 
ago the Pope made and inflammatory speech about Islam that provoked riots in Turkey so students 
were given a task to research the Pope – they Googled “pope speech riots”.  If you do a search 
without refining the criteria you get a completely different set of results - all skewed – so we need to 
teach kids how to use Google properly to get a true set of results.  Searches should be phrased as 
follows;    pope islam site;tr 
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You can find out us who owns the website and that will help you to know from what perspective the 
information is being presented. E.g. If you do a  Martin Luther King search in the US - 2nd link is one 
that says it is true - turns out that that domain is owned by a white supremacist organisation.  Can 
use way back - which lets us look at the history of that website.  For more information go to  
http://novemberlearning.com/  website with lots of teacher resources, opportunities to listen to 
podcasts and read blogs and comments on education 
  
We need to teach kids how to tear apart websites - be aware of bogus sites - maybe we should give 
them bogus sites on purpose  e.g. Francis Drake - born in Newark! 
  
When students have a task which is for others they may well spend more time and effort than doing 
it for themselves.  Maybe we should give kids more real jobs to do than expect them to do it for 
themselves.   (Girls could create grammar notes etc for French)  We tend to focus on saying to kids 
that they need to do something because it will help them but is that the right way to go about it? 
  
Jing - screen casting software - helps you to create mini tutorial videos which you can then publish to 
the web?  Should we be giving children jobs to do that teachers normally do such as creating 
tutorials so that they have "real" tasks to do?  Kids are inspired by other kids' work and strive to 
better it!  It makes them work harder - if kids can research other kids work and then be inspired by 
them to  do their own work. 
  
Podcast - documentaries of what they have been doing in class each week – this is self directed – we 
should teach kids to be very rigorous and self-critical about their learning 
  
Websites that children create and can respond to - look at Ning sites - Student News in Action 
http://www.studentnewsaction.net/ 
 
  
ISEnet.ning.com  -global community of teachers 
  
Need to build global communities - work together, share ideas and encourage students to do that 
too.  Google docs - could have "official" scribes to make notes for the lesson and then share them on 
Google docs so that everyone can have access to them - take it in turns - we could do it via Dionet 
using the wiki maybe. 
  
http://www.wolframalpha.com/  - a great computational Knowledge engine -  put in a mathematical 
equation and it shows you the response - can solve all the maths problems they want without 
needing a teacher - so logical step is to get the kids to explain it themselves and create their own 
explanations and share them to a library of explanations.  This website is also great for all sorts of 
subjects so take a look!  Encourage students to take control of their own learning and contribute to a 
global community 
  
Below are the notes – probably more readable than mine – made by Jane Nicholls on the 
Learning@schools blog 

25 February 2010 in general by jane.nicholls | No comments 

Today we are trying something new, pushing boundaries and demonstrating the possibilities 

of ICT. Alan November is recognised as a leader in education technology. His areas of 

expertise include information and communication technology, planning across the 

curriculum, staff development, long-range planning, building learning communities and 
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leadership development. He has delivered keynote 

presentations and workshops in all fifty states of the USA, 

in every province in Canada, and throughout the UK, 

Europe and Asia. 

Using technology we have access to thought leaders around 

the world. We can bring them to our place without the 

expense and time of actually travelling. 

So this year we engage with Alan November via Skype. 

Here are my notes from Alan’s presentation: 

Desperate people make good students! 

Alan discussed the key skills for today’s 

children and these form the structure of this 

talk: 

 Global collaboration 
 Deal with overwhelming amounts of 

information 
 To be self directed 

The most important question to ask is who owns the learning? Is it the teacher or the students. 

In many classrooms the teacher works harder that the students. The trick is to turn this 

around. The philosophical onset of this is that every student is a teacher and every teacher is a 

student. 

Alan demonstrated how you can zoom in on one countries information by using the word 

“site:tr (the ‘tr’ stands for the country code of the perspective you would like to search for). 

This is a way to make sure you are gaining information from different points of view as 

straight google searches really do give you a very western perspective in the results. 

This brings about the discussion about teaching students how to be effective and evaluating 

users of the web. Alan introduced us to a few websites you could use: 

www.easywhois.com type in the domain name of a website and it tells you who owns the 

domain so you can evaluate the information 

www.archive.org – this site has the way back machine. Use the search bar to type in your 

website and it will give you the history of the website from the time it was launched. You can 

view the different versions of the site and how it has changed over time. 

There are a variety of tools that all children should know that tear apart the internet layer by 

layer. 

I have a list of bogus websites that can be used for this, and there are more on Alan’s site: 

http://otepoti.wikispaces.com/Using+the+Web 

http://blog.core-ed.net/learningatschool/files/2010/02/alan.jpg
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http://novemberlearning.com/ 

Some sites Alan shared to demonstrate students taking on teaching roles, and demonstrating 

deep learning: 

http://mathtrain.tv - Students design tutorials to help other children learn. 

http://www.studentnewsaction.net 

http://isenet.ning.com – independent school teachers 

http://www.wolframalpha.com/ - Wolfram alpha – investigate this for your math classes 

The concept is should we be asking children to do work that teachers used to do? How many 

jobs can we give to children? Given that we have incredible tools the answer is probably 

limitless. 

Don’t underestimate your kids. 

The twitterverse were active during this presentation making comments and sharing links. If 

you haven’t yet had a look at the back channel discussions that are going on at the conference 

head to http://twitter.com/ and put #latsconf in the search box. 
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